
Ernestine Jackson - Franklin County

The motto of AARP, a non-
partisan organization that 
empowers people to choose 
how they live as they age, is 
“To serve, not to be served.”  
It’s an apt description that 
conveys the commitment 
Ernestine Jackson brings to 
AARP Ohio.   

Ernestine routinely volun-
teers 20 to 40 hours a week 
at AARP Ohio.  She creates 
and presents community 
programming through the 
AARP Ohio Speakers Bureau 
regarding many subjects that 
impact people 50 years of age 
and older and she is inclusive 
of multicultural and special 
audiences in all her efforts. 

Ernestine started at AARP 
Ohio 16 years ago as an ad-
vocacy volunteer, a position 
that allowed her to participate 
in lobbying and other efforts 
at the Ohio Statehouse and in 

Congress to advance legisla-
tive solutions to issues affect-
ing 50-plus Ohioans.  

She became an AARP Ohio 
volunteer lead in 2016, brin-
ing cohesion and synergy 
to the volunteer team.  She 
designs unique recruitment 
volunteer events that high-
light a variety of available 
volunteer roles and she de-
veloped a leadership team 
that continues to lead advo-
cacy, outreach, and speaker’s 
bureau teams.

Ernestine was selected by 
Holly Holtzen, state director 
of AARP Ohio, to serve on 
the Executive Council, an 
advisory body comprised of 
members who work along-
side AARP staff to determine 
state priorities and create 
strategies to achieve goals 
identified in AARP Ohio’s 
state plan.  Executive council 
members are the statewide 
voices serving as media 
spokespersons, panelists, 
and guest speakers at events, 
all roles in which Ernestine 
thrives. 

Along with AARP volunteer-
ism, Ernestine also serves on 
the Interfaith Association of 

Central Ohio (IACO), a com-
munity of nine diverse faiths 
that share the same values of 
understanding, friendship, and 
trust.  She is a former coun-
cilmember with IACO.  “As a 
member of the Interfaith Asso-
ciation of Central Ohio, I have 
appreciated the opportunity 
to understand other faith tra-
ditions which puts me in con-
tact with people very different 
from me,” Ernestine said.  “The 
exposure to various faith tra-
ditions and customs helps me 
appreciate my own faith more 
deeply while cultivating an ap-
preciation and understanding 
of other faiths.”
  
Those who know Ernestine will 
wholeheartedly confirm that 
she improves the lives of others 
by bringing out the gifts each 
one has within themselves and 
encouraging individuals to use 
those gifts to impact change.   

 


