
Don Hemmelgarn - Madison County

Don Hemmelgarn looked 
for a way to give back to his 
community after retiring 
in 2015 from a career as an 
accountant and farmer.  He 
became a volunteer for Life-
Care Alliance’s Meals-on-
Wheels program 2016.   
 
Since joining Meals-on-
Wheels, Don delivers meals 
to his Madison County 
neighbors two to four times 
a week.  In 2021 alone, Don 
drove 6,400 miles on Meals-
on-Wheels routes, and he 
has recorded nearly 18,000 
miles since 2018.  Since the 
beginning of the pandemic, 
Don willingly volunteered to 
deliver for routes when other 
volunteers were unable to 
due to illness or vulnerability 
to infection.  He regularly 
picks up extra routes to this 
day.

Meals-on-Wheels deliverers 
are often the only person 
someone may see on a daily 
basis, making their visits 
important to observing safe-
ty and health concerns or 
ensuring that a senior with a 
compromised immune sys-
tem not go out to get gro-
ceries.  It’s lifesaving work 
and it’s Don’s work that has 
made a profound effect on 
the people he serves.   

It means the world to those 
who receive a nutritious 
meal from Don.  Many meal 
recipients are homebound 
older adults who have dif-
ficulty preparing their own 
meals because of medical 
challenges.  He ensures that 
individuals are nourished, 
safe, and well.  

Not only is Don an active 
volunteer within the pro-
gram, he recruits other 
volunteers – crucial work 
considering the growing 
need for volunteers since 
COVID-19.  Don is an 
inspiring volunteer because 
of his dedication, steadfast 
presence, and his commit-

ment to serving his Madison 
County neighbors, who he re-
fers to as his extended family.   

In addition to his volunteer-
ism with LifeCare Alliance, 
Don also donates food to the 
Madison County food pantry 
and frequently donates blood 
to the American Red Cross.  
He also works part-time in his 
paid position as fiscal officer 
of the Hurt/Battelle Memorial 
Library in West Jefferson.

  


