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Bounthanh is a bombing survivor 
and former refugee, born in Laos 
in 1957 during the Vietnam War. 
She arrived in the U.S. in 1979.  
She is also an entrepreneur with a 
community-first mindset.  Her life 
experience is the engine that drove 
her to become the woman she is 
today.  

She earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Social Work from Capital Universi-
ty and a master’s degree in Human 
Services Management from Frank-
lin University in Columbus.  

She began her professional career 
as a social worker at Franklin 
County Job & Family Services, the 
Columbus Public Health Depart-
ment, and the Central Ohio Area 
Agency on Aging.  Her experiences 
range from working with local 
governments to assisting refugees 
from Southeast Asia with their 
resettlement process.  During her 
tenure, she has made a difference 
to thousands of lives in the social 
service area including employment 
services and healthcare access that 
led her to assist in the health pro-
grammatic area at the Ohio Com-
mission on Minority Health. 

Bounthanh retired from the State 
of Ohio, at the Ohio Commission 
on Minority Health, where she 
assisted in development of stron-
ger ethnic coalitions and statewide 
networks. Her primary focus was 
“Building Strong Communities” 
through community development 
for capacity-building and sustain-
ability efforts between commu-
nity-based organizations and the 
agencies’ executive directors.  

She is a co-founder of the Lao 
Mutual Assistance Association 
(LMAA), a non-profit organization 
since 1984.  LMAA helps to find 
and mobilize assets and resourc-
es using a needs assessment and 
resource mapping approach.  She 
helps to nurture non-English 
speaking communities by provid-
ing health and socio-economic 
improvements to the communities 
through providing health screen-
ings, healthcare access and job 
readiness training.  As a retiree, 
she continues to volunteer at the 
LMAA.  

In 2021, she helped to improve 
access to COVID-19 vaccination 
among Southeast Asian former 
refugees and immigrants through 
partnership with OSU’s College 
of Public Health and Ohio State 
University’s Wexner Medical Cen-
ter. The partnership coordinated 
access to scheduled appointments, 
transportation, and interpretation 
services. 
 
Having been a bombing victim in 
Laos, she has been actively in-
volved in several initiatives in her 
spare time. The Legacies of War 

organization is a project dedicated 
to raising awareness about Vietnam 
War-era bombing in Laos. The orga-
nization advocates for the clearance 
of unexploded bombs, survivor 
assistance to provide support for 
healing the wounds of war, and to 
create hope for future generations. 
Bounthanh was also involved with 
the Jhai Foundation, partnering with 
a Vietnam War veteran, Lee Thorn, 
to improve health and socioeconom-
ic resources by providing medical 
equipment, communication devices, 
and exporting goods. 

Bounthanh currently works with the 
portfolio of Phommasathit family 
businesses, serves as governing board 
chair and helps with the management 
by overseeing multiple entities. 

She was appointed by Governor 
Strickland to serve as secretary of the 
Ohio Asian American Pacific Islander 
Advisory Council from 2010 to 2020.  
She also serves as secretary of the 
Wat Buddha Samakidham temple, 
the Board of the Asian Festival Corp, 
and the OSU College of Nursing on 
the Southeast Asian Women’s Health 
Project. The project is a 5-year grant 
that will evaluate an educational pro-
gram on breast and cervical cancer 
screening among Southeast Asian 
women, a group with higher rates of 
breast and cervical cancer.     


